
WHAT IS BIOSECURITY?
Biosecurity is the principle and 
implementation of measures to reduce 
and prevent the introduction and spread 
of invasive species and notable pathogens. 
Biosecurity measures are the requisite 
practical steps to minimise the threat from 
Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS). INNS, 
refers to flora and fauna, however notable 
pathogens, are carried by these species and 
may be present at YWT sites. 

WHAT ARE INNS?
Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) are 
any non-native animal or plant that has 
been moved outside of its normal native 
range (accidentally or on purpose), become 
abundant and spread, to the detriment of 
native biodiversity.

WHY IS BIOSECURITY IMPORTANT?
The increase in global trade, ability to travel 
and changes in climate have increased 
the risk of spreading INNS and notable 
pathogens. They can travel hidden within 
shipping ballasts, clothing and equipment 
etc. This spread threatens our native wildlife 
and UK biodiversity. In addition, INNS can 
adversely impact the economy costing 
the UK government £1.7 billion a year in 
management, and they can pose a hazard  
to health.

WHO DOES BIOSECURITY  
APPLY TO?
Biosecurity applies to our staff, volunteers 
and contractors who visit and work at our 
sites and projects within the community. 
We recommend that good working practice 
be used by our visitors as well as all those 
involved in the outdoor industry.

WHERE DOES BIOSECURITY APPLY?
Biosecurity should apply whenever 
you are working at a site, regardless of 
landownership, location and noted presence 
of INNS. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

  Be aware of biosecurity and 
good working practice

  Plan visits using the biosecurity 
decision tree, to ensure the 
correct level of biosecurity 
required

  Use the appropriate measures 
in the table during your visit 
and ensure the correct cleaning 
procedure

  Be prepared to use high risk 
measures

  If unsure seek advice

  Lead by example!

Biosecurity good working practice

HIMALAYAN BALSAM

AMERICAN SKUNK CABBAGE

FLOATING PENNYWORT

GIANT HOGWEED



LOW HIGH*

  Wear footwear and outerwear that can easily be 
kept clean
  Check all clothing, footwear and equipment for 
visible debris
  Check vehicles for mud and organic material; do 
not let them accumulate 
 Only take the required equipment to a site

  Check all clothing, footwear and equipment 
for visible debris between visits to sites
  Plan to visit highest risk sites last
  Avoid vehicle access to sites and park offsite 
where possible
  Keep to established tracks

  Clean footwear and outerwear ensuring removal 
of all debris, rinse with water
  Place damp equipment into a black plastic bag 
(not on the ground due to re-contamination)
 Dispose of waste water safely
  Clean vehicles regularly; do not let mud and 
organic material accumulate on tyres, wheels or 
under wheel arches
 Clean all equipment used (nets, tools etc)

  Use disinfectant on clothing and footwear
  Clean vehicles between visits to sites; 
do not let mud and organic material 
accumulate on tyres, wheels or under wheel 
arches
  Disinfect tyres and wheels
  Disinfect equipment
  If available, use hot water to ensure Check, 
Clean, Dry process is most effective

 Allow equipment to dry thoroughly before re-use   Allow equipment to dry thoroughly before 
re-use

Biosecurity measures and good working practice

*High risk measures to be implemented on top 
of low risk measures.

Useful links for further information

GB Non-Native Species Secretariat: www.nonnativespecies.org/home/ 
Food and Environment Research Agency: www.fera.defra.gov.uk
Department for Environmental, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra): www.defra.gov.uk
Environment Agency: www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
Forestry Commission (Plant Health): www.forestry.gov.uk/biosecurity
Scotland’s Environmental and Rural Services: www.sears.scotland.gov.uk
Scottish Environment Protection Agency: www.sepa.org.uk

PRE-SITE VISIT Are there any restrictions  
(eg bird flu)?

Contact lead authority 
before proceeding

Do you know or suspect an INNS 
(or pathogen) on site?

Does the task you are performing 
present a high or low risk of transmitting 

INNS or pathogen to a new site?

Carry out biosecurity measures 
for low-risk activities

Carry out biosecurity measures 
for high-risk activities

LOW HIGH

YES

YES

NO

NO

Biosecurity decision tree


